
 

 

 

 

ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN 

 

Seeing and Being Seen  

Living like in a James Bond movie: The single-family house "Golden EYE" 

on the Côte d'Azur not only fascinates with the view of the azure sea. 

Extraordinary architecture from Austria 

 

TERRACING HIGH ABOVE MONACO: THE VILLA GOLDEN EYE IN 

BEAUSOLEIL - ARCHITECTS ANYLIS 

 

 

 

Beausoleil is a French town whose name promises everything one dreams of on the 

Côte d'Azur: beautiful and sunny, possibly on the rocky coast overlooking the 

Mediterranean Sea - what more could an associative image want? What those 

unfamiliar with the area do not know is that Beausoleil is the city twin of Prinicpatu 

de Munegu, better known as Monaco, which also physically lies partly in the 

shadow of the high-rise buildings of the principality. Right through the extremely 

dense city of around 40,000 inhabitants runs the border that separates the city-

state on the coast from France. The Grimaldis' palace sits atop Rocher Canon, at 

whose foot lies the marina of the rich and beautiful of this world, where a long 

mole points the way to the open glittering sea. Immediately behind the high-rise city, 

a rocky mountain massif limits the narrow coastal strip and has obviously been 

offering itself as a building ground for a multitude of single-family homes for 

decades. A good reason to build is the fantastic view that offers itself from here, 

over the city and beyond its roofs to the actually azure sea. 

 What architect would not dream of being able to build in such an exceptional 

place, to be inspired by the Genius Loci, and to translate this into volume? In view of 

Eileen Gray's modernist masterpiece, E.1027 - Maison en bord de mer, located on the 

southwest shore of Cap Martin four kilometers away with a view of Monaco, it 

seems almost unreachable to be able to manifest architecturally in this area. That 

precisely an Austrian architectural firm was granted this honor is remarkable, for 

the Villa "Golden EYE" is a true eye-catcher. 

 The clients are Austrians who also have a residence in Vienna. A few years ago, 

following a consulting on how to improve the living situation, the commission was 

given to Anilin Architects, Marion Kuzmany and Michael Lisner, to remodel the 

house - and the result met the residents' expectations. After the clients had moved 

to the Côte d'Azur, they wanted to build their own house there. The right plot of 

land was purchased after a long search, but finding a suitable architect on site 

proved to be more difficult than thought. So, they turned to their Vienna-based 

architects Marion Kuzmany and Michael Lisner, fully trusting that they would once 

again shape their living desires into the right form. As exceptional as the building 

ground was, so should the architecture be, anticipating the needs of the residents 

at the same time. Entrusted with this vote of confidence, the architect duo set to 

work. There were detailed specifications that should be considered: Apart from a 

defined space program, a fireplace should be the central element, beside which the 

unobstructed transition to the outdoor area is ensured. 



 Since the plot was already selected for its hillside location, the unobstructed 

view of Monaco was just as much a "must" - even when swimming in the infinity pool. 

It was to be a refuge that functions both as a lookout and as an eye-catcher and can 

be enjoyed daily. To be able to constructively approach the wishes for the volume, 

the rocky slope had to be demonstrated and terraced anew in advance. A base 

floor integrated into the slope with two guest apartments and storage rooms and 

an underground garage below forms the base held in anthracite fiber cement 

panels, above which the actual house rises as an independent, in the floor plan 

donated building body. On the main level, living room, terrace, and garden with the 

long pool are only separated by a layer of glass; the chimney block, which also 

serves as a technical shaft and built-in furniture, is the stabilizing pillar that 

extends over both floors at the front of the building. Attached to it, and thus 

largely support-free, is the grand gesture of this building that formally 

distinguishes it from other villas: The horizontality of the terracing is adopted and 

translated into a far-cantilevered, sun-oriented ceiling construction that ensures 

the shading of the glass surfaces. 

 Ingeniously and statically exploited, the ceiling constructions of the ground and 

upper floors extend up to seven meters valleyward, forming loggias on three sides 

of the house and covering an area three times as large as the floor area of the 

actual house. The two layers covered with white plates are one meter high to cover 

the steel construction and at the same time accommodate the house technology; 

due to their large dimensioning, they become the formally defining element. The 

ceiling underside running through one level with integrated light strips and 

ventilation slots in the joint division and the floor covering made of white terrazzo 

with shimmering shell inclusions make the seamless transition between indoor and 

covered outdoor space as a matter of course. A level in the swimming pool that can 

be locked at different heights, or a bollard that can be sunk into the ground, are 

among those assets that can certainly be associated with the set design of a James 

Bond movie. The name "Golden EYE" plays with this association, and the architect 

duo Anylis has succeeded in highlighting precisely this quality of the building site: 

to be lived in and observed as a luxury villa while simultaneously looking into the 

distance, where the water surface of the pool and the Mediterranean are 

separated only by a fine line and merge into the azure sky on the horizon. 

 Beautiful and sunny - what more could one want than to be able to build a house in 

such a beautiful, sunny place? 
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